


• Transportation of the Future & Mobility for All
• Renewable Energy & Green Cities
• Encouraging Innovation
• New Technologies to Serve the Public
• Planning & Citizen Involvement
• Cultural Activities 
• Sports & Health
• News 

The City of Anderson, SC USA proposes to host the INMC conference in 2024 to 
showcase the power of innovation in our region. We will attract global experts to engage 
the participants in educational experiences related to the core goals of Network:

Candidacy for the 4th Conference 
of the International Network of Michelin Cities



Key Facts: 
Anderson, South Carolina USA

• Anderson is the county seat of Anderson County in the 
Upstate of South Carolina and serves a regional 
population of more than 350,000. The Upstate is a   
ten-county area with a population of 1.5 million.

• The City of Anderson has a manager/council form of 
government. Mayor Terence Roberts is in his fourth 
term (15th year) leading a team of 8 other visionary 
council members to net the City’s most significant 
growth period in decades.

• Part of the fastest growing region of the United States, 
Anderson is in the foothills area of the southeast 
between Atlanta, Georgia and Charlotte, North Carolina 
and is easily accessible by international airports.

• The mild climate and access to popular amenities make 
Anderson an ideal choice to provide a robust 
experience for visitors from around the world.

• Hotels are plentiful including the new Home2 Suites by 
Hilton and the boutique hotel The Bleckley Inn.

• Anderson’s  historic downtown is vibrant and walkable; 
lined with greenspaces, shopping and dining featuring 
19 new businesses in the last 20 months.



• Home to 545 international companies, the region 
boasts headquarters and manufacturing facilities 
including Bosch, BMW and the North American 
Headquarters for Michelin, providing a backdrop for 
us to share state-of-the-art innovations.

• Nearby Clemson University offers a myriad of 
amenities to the area. We can invite attendees to 
experience its world-class sports facilities in the 
environment of a top-tier research institution.

• Anderson University has been ranked among the top 
private colleges in the US and is home to the South 
Carolina School for the Performing Arts, providing a 
cultural partnership with the City.

• On the shores of Hartwell Lake, one of South 
Carolina’s largest lakes, Anderson offers the chance 
for twilight dinner cruises and even guided fishing 
tours for those who might want a taste of this 
southern tradition.

• Located near the Smokey Mountains and just a short 
drive to tourist meccas of Charleston and Myrtle 
Beach, Anderson offers quick access to engaging side 
trips.

Key Facts: 
Anderson, South Carolina USA



Here’s a flavor of 
what you can 
expect when you 
experience 
Anderson…



• Incorporated in 1833, Anderson was named for 
General Robert Anderson, a Revolutionary War hero 
who was born in 1741 in Virginia and relocated to 
the colony of South Carolina in search of land to 
own.

• Anderson was the first city in the United States to 
have a continuous supply of electric power thanks to 
native son, inventor and Tesla protégé, William 
Whitner.

• Mr. Whitner’s innovation is the source of the City’s 
enduring moniker, “The Electric City,” and earned 
him a bronze sculpture in the City’s center.

• The first cotton gin in the world to be operated by 
electricity was in Anderson County in 1897.

• In the late 20th century, Anderson led the way in 
replacing the region’s dying textile industry with 
international manufacturing focused on the now 
thriving automotive industry.

A History of Innovation



Anderson County is home to 55 internationally owned 
companies, representing 15 countries.

South Carolina is one of just a handful of US states in 
which more than 7 percent of total private sector 
employment is due to Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI). 

In fact, at 8.2 percent, according to the Organization 
for International Investment (OFII), it’s the highest 
proportion in the United States.

Circle size represents total number of companies for each country of origin 
within a specific county. Locations are only a representation of operations in the 
county and are not meant to show a specific location. 
Source: South Carolina Department of Commerce

A Welcome Environment 
for International Engagement

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in South Carolina



Conference attendees may visit CU-ICAR, home to 
the nation’s only graduate Department of 
Automotive Engineering. More than 200 Clemson 
University students are pursuing Master of Science 
and/or Ph.D. degrees in Automotive Engineering. 

Thanks to the work of the world-class faculty, 
graduate students learn in an innovative research-
and-educational program that focuses on the 
vehicle and its infrastructure from a systems-
integration perspective. The entire program is 
devoted to the discipline of automotive 
engineering.

INMC Focus: Transportation of the Future



Our INMC entourage will be special 
guests to tour the BMW manufacturing 

plant located in the nearby INMC 
member city of Greer, SC. Attendees 
may choose to experience the BMW 

Performance Driving School 
by special arrangement.

INMC Focus: Encouraging Innovation



Clemson University, home to the 3-time College Football 
National Champions and the reigning Soccer National 
Champions, boasts a $55 million state-of-the-art sports 
training facility. This facility, along with the world-class 
academic environment, will make for an educational and 
entertaining tour.

In line with many of the INMC goals, the University’s research 
is focused on six innovation clusters: advanced materials; 
cyber-infrastructure and big data science; energy, 
transportation and advanced manufacturing; human 
resilience; health innovation; and sustainable environments.

INMC Focus: Sports & Health



INMC Focus: Cultural Activities 

Anderson’s robust Arts and Culture scene is anchored 

by the South Carolina School for the Arts at Anderson 

University and the Anderson Arts Center. 

Honored with South Carolina’s highest award for 

public art, the Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Award, 

Anderson has art nearly everyplace you look.  Our 

newest addition is an outdoor gallery dedicated                   

to the legacy of Anderson native, international film 

star Chadwick Boseman.

We’ll treat you to our visual and performing arts and 

introduce you to the pros who curate it every day.



Airbnb bookings are showing 
world-class growth in Anderson

Kathy Pierre
Anderson Independent Mail

Anderson-area Airbnb rentals are seeing world-class 

growth this fall.

The Electric City is eighth on Airbnb's list of the top 

10 trending fall destinations for 2019 not only in 

America, but the entire world.

The list includes Beatenberg, Switzerland;

Culebra, Puerto Rico; and Pinehurst, North Carolina.

The rankings are based on percentage growth in 

bookings over the previous year, according to 

Airbnb’s report.

In Anderson, 2019 fall bookings increased 247% 

over 2018.

Airbnb attributes the growth to Anderson’s location 

near the Blue Ridge Mountains, Atlanta and 

Charlotte.

INMC Focus: News

Anderson County Sets New 
Employment Record

Anderson County has set another record 

high level in its total number of employed 

persons, according to data released Friday 

by the SC Department of Employment 

and Workforce. The county’s total number 

of employed persons in October 2021 

(89,469) exceeds the previous record of 

89,207 recorded in July of this year.

The county’s unemployment rate now 

stands at 2.8% versus 4.5% in October 

2020. The decrease in the unemployment 

rate from 2020 can be attributed in large 

part to systemic recovery from the 

pandemic as well as a recent flurry of 

economic development announcements.

Anderson County’s October 

unemployment rate is significantly lower 

than the statewide rate of 3.9% and the 

national rate of 4.6%.

Anderson, South 

Carolina

Budget southern charm



Enjoy!
We’ll make sure you enjoy your time 

here even when the Network is not in 
session. Stroll our friendly, art-filled 

streets and dip into our unique retail 
shops to find the perfect souvenir. Wrap 
yourself in the beauty of our landscape 

and taste homemade delicacies while 
sipping the latest local brews.

You’ll feel the warmth of our beautiful 
weather and our Southern hospitality is 

guaranteed to make you smile. 
After all, it’s what we are know for.



Meet the Team 
Who Will Make it Happen

Mayor

Conference Chair

City Manager

International Officials Liaison

Transportation/
Conference Design Director

Assistant City Manager

Strategic Planning Director

INMC Liaison & 
Education Chair

City Council Member

Global Inspiration



Meet the Team 
Who Will Make it Happen

Project Manager

Site Design & Liaison 
to European Visitors

Police Chief

Safety & Security

Events Manager

Banquet Planner & Liaison to visitors: 
Asia/Americas/Africa/Australia

Executive Assistant

Accommodations/
Travel Manager

Administrative Assistant

Member Concierge 




